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Amendment s to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-3 (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) An automated design method comprising: 

selecting at least one layout from a plurality of retained layouts having one or 
more image containers, 

selecting at least one image from a plurality of retained images having at least 
a manually selectedi mage portion representing a minimum image area, and 

creating at least one cropped image version for at least one image container of at 
least one selected layout by performing at least a cropping operation on at least one 
selected image such that the cropped image version contains at least the minimum image 
area of the selected image. 

5 . (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
substantially in the center of the cropped image version. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
in a location in the cropped image version that is substantially proportional to the position 
of the minimum image area in the selected image. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein the step of creating 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 
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8. (currently amended) An automated design method comprising; 

selecting at least one layout from a plurality of retained layouts having one or 
more image containers, 

selecting at least one image from a plurality of retained images having at least an 
a manually selected image portion representing an ideal image area, and 

creating at least one cropped image version for at least one image container of at 
least one selected layout by performing at least a cropping operation on at least one 
selected image such that the cropped image version is created from the portion of the 
image representing the ideal image area of the image. 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim 8 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that any content that is cropped from the selected image during a 
cropping operation is cropped substantially equally from opposite edges of the ideal 
image area, whereby the cropped image version is created substantially from the center of 
the ideal image area 

10. (previously presented) The method of claim 8 wherein the step of creating 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 

1 1 . (currently amended) An automated design method comprising: 

selecting at least one layout from a plurality of retained layouts having one or 
moTe image containers, 

selecting at least one image from a plurality of retained images having at least aa 
a manually selected i mage portion representing a minimum image area and an a manually 
selected image portion representing an ideal image area, and 

creating at least one cropped image version for at least one image container of at 
least one selected layout by performing at least a cropping operation on at least one 
selected image such that the cropped image version contains at least the minimum image 
area and is created substantially from the ideal image area. 



Page 3 of 14 

PAGE 5/16* RCVD AT 6/6/2005 1 1 :06:21 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 ' DN1S:8729306 * CSID:7816760600 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-52 



JM 6. 2005 1 1:12AM VISTAPRINT.COM 



NO. 812 P. 6 



Appl- No. 10/646,554 
Amdt. Dated June 6, 2005 

12. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
in a location in the cropped image version that is substantially proportional to the position 
of the minimum image area in the ideal image area. 

13. (previously presented) The method of claim 11 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that, to the extent possible, the minimum image area is positioned 
substantially in the center of the cropped image version.. 

14. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein at least one cropped image 
version is created such that any content that is cropped from the selected image during a 
cropping operation is cropped substantially equally from opposite edges of the ideal 
image area, whereby the cropped image version is created substantially from the center of 
the ideal image area 

15. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the step of creating 
includes resizing the selected image prior to performing a cropping operation. 

1 6. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of claim 11. 

17. (currently amended) An automated cropping method for an electronic image 
having a manually predetermined portion representing a minimum image area, the 
method comprising: 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if a cropped version of the image can be created that meets the conditions of 
(i) filling the image container, (ii) containing at least the minimum image area, and (iii) 
having at least a predetermined minimum image resolution, creating the cropped version 
of the image for the image container, and 

(c) if a cropped image version cannot be created at step (b), identifying the image 
as being incompatible with the image container. 
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1 8. (previously presented) The method of claim 17 wherein the cropped version is 
created at step (b) such that the cropped version includes as much of the image as 
possible. 

19. (previously presented) An automated cropping method for an image having a 
predetermined portion representing an ideal image area, the method comprising 

(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if a cropped version of the image can be created such that the cropped 
version meets the conditions of (i) filling the image container, (ii) having at least a 
predetermined minimum image resolution and (iii) including only content from the ideal 
image area, creating a corresponding cropped version, 

(c) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) and if a 
cropped version can be created such that the cropped version meets the conditions of (i) 
filling the image container and (ii) having at least a predetermined minimum image 
resolution, creating a corresponding cropped version, and 

(d) if a cropped version of the image cannot be created at step (b) or step (c), 
identifying the image as being incompatible with the image container. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version is created at step (b) such that the cropped version meets the further condition of 
(iv) including as much of the ideal image area as possible. 

2 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 1 9 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (c) such that the cropped version meets the further condition of 
(iii) including as little as possible of the image that is outside the ideal image area. 

22. (previously presented) An automated cropping method for an image having a 
predefined first image area and a predefined second image area, the first image area being 
smaller than the image and the second image area being smaller than the first image area, 
the method comprising 
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(a) determining at least the size of an image container, 

(b) if the image can be cropped such that a cropped version can be created that 
has at least a predetermined minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image 
container, contains all of the second image area, and contains no part of the image that is 
outside of the first image area, creating a corresponding cropped version, 

(c) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) and the image can be 
cropped such that a cropped version can be created that has at least a predetermined 
minimum image resolution when sized to fit the image container and contains all of the 
second image area, creating a corresponding cropped version, 

(d) if a cropped version cannot be created at step (b) or (c), identifying the 
image as being incompatible with the image container. 

23. (previously presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (b) is created such that it includes as much of the first image area 
as possible. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the corresponding cropped 
version created at step (c) is created such that it includes as little of the image outside of 
the first image area as possible. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 22 wherein the cropped version is 
created such that 3 to the extent possible, the fest second area is positioned substantially in 
the center of the cropped version. 

26. (previously presented) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the steps of claim 22. 

27. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 
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a plurality of images stored on the server system and having at least an a manually 
selected i mage portion representing a minimum image area, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having program 
code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image selected from 
the plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized to fit at least 
one image container in at least one stored layout and contains at least the minimum image 
area of the selected image. 

28. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images stored on the server system and having at least a» a manually 
selected image portion representing an ideal image area, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having program code 
for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image selected from the 
plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized to fit at least one 
image container in at least one stored layout and is created from the portion of the 
selected image representing the ideal image area. 

29. (currently amended) An image processing system comprising 
at least one server system having data storage means, 

a plurality of layouts stored on the server system and including one or more image 
containers, 

a plurality of images stored on the server system and having at least a» a manually 
selected image portion representing an ideal image area and m a manually selected image 
portion representing a minimum image area, and 

an image processing program executable on the server system and having program 
code for creating at least one cropped image version of at least one image selected from 
the plurality of stored images such that the cropped image version is sized to fit at least 
one image container in at least one stored layout, is created from the portion of the 
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selected image representing the ideal image area, and contains at least the minimum 
image area. 

30. (currently amended) A method for processing a digital image to prepare the 
image for use with an automated cropping system, the method comprising 

examining the content of the image, 

based on the content of the image, manually defining at least one portion of the 
image to be used by the automated cropping system in preparing a cropped version of the 
image, and 

storing the image and the definition of the at least one portion of the image. 

3 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one defined 
portion of the image is a minimum area of the image that must appear in every cropped 
version of the image. 

32. (previously presented) The method of claim 30 wherein at least one defined 
portion of the image is an ideal area representing a desirable area of the image. 
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